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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION FOUNDATION 



NEEF is the nation’s leading 
organization in lifelong  
environmental learning. 
 
We connect people to useful 
knowledge that improves the 
quality of their lives and the health 
of the planet. 
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A Recognized Leader 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Beyond K-12;
Not one aspect of environmental education;
All ages, all audiences.
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Credibility 

Focus on 
Lifelong 

Learning 
Non-Partisan 
Non-Advocacy 

Public-Private 
Partnerships 

What Sets Us Apart:  Congressionally Chartered 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Based on providing trusted, objective, credible and scientific knowledge.



NEEF Accomplishments 
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Reach up to 90 million U.S. 
households with 

environmental information 
and practical tips through 
350 meteorologists, radio 

broadcasters and 
journalists participating in 

Earth Gauge 

Enable more than 175,000 
volunteers to complete $18M 
in park improvements during 
National Public Lands Day at 
more than 2,200 public land 

sites in every state, the District 
of Columbia and many U.S. 

territories 

Train tens of thousands of  
health care providers on 

environmental health 
interventions to prevent and 
manage diseases such as 

asthma and conditions such 
as obesity 

Reach hundreds of thousands 
of students and educators with 

non-biased environmental 
education materials during 

National Environmental 
Education Week, including 

STEM content 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Popular programs;
Expanding reach;
Measuring impact (Numbers now—working toward impact and storytelling).




C O N N E C T I N G  T H R O U G H  P U B L I C  L A N D S  
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Public Lands Every Day 

Empower people with 
information and tools 

Work through  
trusted authorities 

Imagine Discover Act 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo: Local Washington, DC Daisy Troop reading the 2014 NPLD Presidential Proclamation with Deputy Secretary of Interior Mike Connor at Kenilworth Park and Aquatic Gardens. 



Public Lands Every Day 

• Capacity Building for 
Friends Groups 

• Every Day Grants 
• Learning Center 
• Resources 
• Events Calendar 
• Friends Group Map 

publiclandseveryday.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through the support of Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc., Public Lands Every Day was launched in 2011 to encourage more Americans to enjoy, protect and maintain our public lands every day through public engagement, professional development and partnerships. Public Lands Every Day offers resources for public lands organizations, including grants, online training and tools that will help public land managers connect their communities.

Public Lands Every Day offers public lands professionals the resources needed to connect local communities to their public lands. PLED’s online Event Resources section highlights partner-based resources that focus on recreation, service and environmental education. PLED also offers public lands professionals an online, year-round Events Calendar to market their event on a national and local level. 
NEEF partners with non-profit and corporate organizations to provide an online Learning Center focused on capacity building training featuring topics such as board development, fundraising, staff development, and non-profit financing. The cornerstone of the Public Lands Every Day Learning Center is built on six online learning modules focused on financial literacy built in partnership with PwC. The modules are designed to help organizations monitor and manage their finances, successfully seek grants, and overall become more sustainable. 
NEEF’s Every Day Capacity Building Grants strengthens the stewardship of public lands by strengthening Friends Groups through funding for organizational capacity building
NEEF’s Every Day Event Grants support community engagement on local public lands. The events can be educational, recreational and/or volunteer-based. By increasing the number of visitors who have good experiences on public lands, Friends Groups are the spark that continues to engage our communities at our treasured public places. 




Every Day Grants 

strengthen the 
stewardship of public 

lands by 
strengthening 

Friends Groups 
through funding 

for organizational 
capacity building and 

community 
engagement 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every Day Capacity Building Grants
Every Day Event Grants



National Public Lands Day 
September 26, 2015 

Help people engage  
in meaningful activities  

to make a difference  

Imagine Discover Act 

National Public 
Lands Day (NPLD) is 
the nation's largest, 
single-day volunteer 

effort for public lands.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year….
175,000 Volunteers
2132 Sites
Over $18 million in Improvements to Public Lands Sites
NPLD Received a Presidential Proclamation for the 6th Year in a Row.






Federal Participation on NPLD 2014 

Federal Sites Number of Sites Percentage of Total 

Federal Public Lands 902 42 

BLM  247 27 

USACE  243 27 

DoD 25 3 

NPS 141 16 

USDA 169 19 

USFW 42 5 

Misc. Federal Sites (TVA, BOR, NOAA) 15 2 

Total 2132   

publiclandsday.org 



NPLD 2014 Signature Sites 
• Two Signature Events 

•Humboldt Park, Chicago Parks District 
•Kenilworth Park and Aquatic Gardens, National Park Service 

• Over 500 participants 
• Special Guests and Partners 

 

publiclandsday.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Insert Photo



NPLD 101 

Overview of NPLD 
Registration Process 

Tips and Tricks for a 
Successful NPLD 

Event 

publiclandsday.org 



National Public Lands Day  
• September 26, 

2015 
• Site Registrations 
 

• Site Manager 
Resources 

 

• Media Toolkit 
 

• Promotion 
 

• Evaluation 

publiclandsday.org 



NPLD Online Registration Overview 

publiclandsday.org 



2015 NPLD Federal Fee Free Coupons 

publiclandsday.org 

VOID VOID 

Fee free coupons are good for one day of entrance fees or day use 
fees until Saturday, September 24, 2016. At some public lands, this 
can include accompanying passengers in a vehicle. The coupons 
cannot be used for parking, camping, tours or concessions. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each fee-free coupon is good for one day of entrance fees or day use fees until Saturday, September 24, 2016. At some public lands, this can include accompanying passengers in a car. The coupons cannot be used for parking, camping, tours or concessions.



Fee Free Coupons: How To Get Them 

•  Who is eligible? 
– Partners of the following federal land management agencies: 

• Bureau of Land Management  
• National Park Service 
• USDA Forest Service 
• US Army Corps of Engineers 
• US Fish and Wildlife Service 
 

• How Do I Request Them? 
– Indicate you are eligible on your registration 
– Number of coupons based on number of participants (volunteers) 
– Make sure you have the following information: 

• Contact information of your federal agency partner including name, mailing address, 
phone number and email 

 
Register site by Sept. 1 to receive coupons by Sept. 26! 

 
publiclandsday.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please visit http://www.publiclandsday.org/highlights/top-20-npld-projects for more information



publiclandsday.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fliers, Web Banners, Press Releases 



Online Media Toolkit 

publiclandsday.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fliers, Web Banners, Press Releases 



publiclandsday.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Choose volunteer projects
Develop an educational component into the service day
Create a long-term planning calendar
Promote NPLD
Find volunteers
Organize the day's activities
Thank volunteers
Get Involved in Public Lands Every Day



Educational 
opportunities 

for NPLD sites 

• Organize a citizen science 
activity like a 

• Bioblitz (photographing 
species for identification) 

• Bird-count 
• Water quality monitoring 

 

• Organize a clean-up and 
discuss how trash and 
pollution can harm the 
ecosystem. 
 

• Tree planting with discussion 
of the benefits of trees to local 
land and waters. 
 

Photo by Sarah Wilson 



Citizen Science 

• NEEF’s Bioblitz Educator 
Toolkit offers links and 
resources to get you started. 

• Different ways to run a 
bioblitz 

• Lesson plans and activities 
• Platforms available 

 
• Digital version with photos 

uploaded to a common album. 
• Project NOAH 

 
• Pen and paper recording 

sightings of pre-determined 
organisms or other objects of 
interest. 

Photo by Buzzards Bay Coalition 



Organize a Cleanup 

• A cleanup event can provide a 
great learning opportunity to 
talk about 

• Types of pollution found 
during the cleanup and how 
it might have arrived there. 

• How trash and other forms of 
pollution impact the land or 
water. 

• What affects this might have 
on the plants and wildlife 
found there. 

• Ways to better inform the 
public in order to prevent 
further pollution. 

Photo by Claire Fackler 



Tree Planting 

• Planting new trees to restore 
an area of a park provides a 
perfect opportunity to ask 
questions about important 
environmental science topics 
such as: 

 
• Why are trees important to that 

area? If the planting is taking 
place by a body of water, talk 
about why trees are important to 
healthy waterways. 

• What wildlife rely on the trees for 
habitat and/or food? 

• What benefits do the trees 
provide to people? 

Photo by Danielle Blanchard 
Rosendahl 



Other Educational resources 
available through NEEF 

• Greening STEM Learning 
Center offers educator 
resources to help make 
connections between 
environmental education and 
STEM subjects (science, 
technology, engineering and 
math). 

• Toolkits of lesson plans and 
activities 

• Educational infographics 
• Webinars with experienced 

educators and STEM 
professionals. 

• Blog posts on best 
practices, lessons learned 
and available resources 



Top 10 NPLD Projects 

• Remove invasive vegetation  
• Trash collection 
• Build or maintain trails 
• Paint facilities 
• Native plant seed collection 
• Plant native trees and vegetation  
• Interpretive hikes 
• Maintaining gardens  
• Installing information kiosks  
• Enhance wildlife habitat  

 

publiclandsday.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please visit http://www.publiclandsday.org/highlights/top-20-npld-projects for more information



10 Unique NPLD Projects 

• Gospel jubilee  
• Geocaching  
• Bird nest box construction 
• Bat education activities 
• Historic reenactments  
• Monitor water quality 
• Scavenger hunt 
• Health and fitness fair   
• Accessible garden construction   
• Harvest festival   

 

publiclandsday.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please visit http://www.publiclandsday.org/highlights/top-20-npld-projects for more information



Next Steps 

• Talk to colleagues about 
NPLD projects in your 
sites. 

• Register your NPLD site 
today and receive Fee 
Free Coupons by 
September 26 (Federal 
partners only). 

• Share NEEF resources 
with your volunteers and 
Friends Groups. 

• Learn more about NEEF 
Programs. 

• HAVE FUN!!!!! 
 



Resources & Contact Information 
NEEF 
• neefusa.org 
• facebook.com/NEEFusa 
• @neefusa 

 
Public Lands Every Day and National Public 
Lands Day 
• publiclandsday.org 
• publiclandseveryday.org 
• facebook.com/nationalpubliclandsday 
• @publiclandsday, #NPLD 
• instagram.com/publiclandseveryday 

 
National Environmental Education Week 
• eeweek.org  
• facebook.com/eeweek  
• @EEweek 
 
Contact:  
Anna Wadhams, Engagement Officer  
AWadhams@neefusa.org ; NPLD@neefusa.org  
 
Leslie Marasco, NEEF Intern 
LMarasco@neefusa.org; NPLD@neefusa.org  
 

 

http://www.neefusa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NEEFusa
https://twitter.com/neefusa
http://www.publiclandsday.org/
http://www.publiclandseveryday.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalpubliclandsday?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/publiclandsday
https://instagram.com/publiclandseveryday/
http://www.eeweek.org/
https://www.facebook.com/eeweek?ref=ts
https://twitter.com/EEWeek
mailto:AWadhams@neefusa.org
mailto:NPLD@neefusa.org
mailto:LMarasco@neefusa.org
mailto:NPLD@neefusa.org


Q U E S T I O N S ?  
N A T I O N A L  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  

 
 



T H A N K  Y O U !  
N A T I O N A L  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  
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